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7KH�Cypress Island Spoil Bank Removal and Natural Detention Project�will provide additional outfall capacity to Cypress 
Island, which will result in lower water surface elevations of the Bayou Vermilion during large storm events and events that 
result in reverse flow of the Bayou Vermilion.  The project will include the removal of spoil in areas within a mile that will 
allow the dispersement of floodwaters within the 28,000 acre area. 

'XULQJ�WKH�IORRG�RI����������
V�RI�KRPHV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV�IORRGHG�LQ�/DID\HWWH�DQG�9HUPLOLRQ�3DULVKHV�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�)HGHUDO�
*RYHUQPHQW�SD\RXWV�IRU�IORRG�LQVXUDQFH��ORDQV���DQG�JUDQWV�WKDW�H[FHHGHG������PLOOLRQ��During that event the Bayou 
Vermilion reached stages above 14.6'. On June 6, 2019, a�����
�IORRG�HYHQW, which is when the river water surface 
elevations reach 14.6'�UHVXOWHG�LQ�VRPH�KRPHV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�D�VHFRQG�IORRG�HYHQW�LQ�WKH�ODVW���\HDUV��This project would 
lower the Bayou stages and ultimately result in flood risk reduction within the watershed area. 

TKH�SURMHFW�SURSRVHG��TXDOLILHV�DV�DQ�8UJHQW�1HHG�0LWLJDWLRQ��810���DV�WKH�ULVN�RI�IXWXUH�IORRG�HYHQWV�KDV�LQFUHDVHG��7KLV�
LV�QRWHG�E\�WKH�GUDPDWLF�LQFUHDVH�LQ�IORRG�HYHQWV�PHDVXUHG�DW�WKH�86*6�Bayou 9HUPLOLRQ�6XUUH\�6WUHHW�JDXJH�ZLWK������¶�
HYHQWV�IURP�����������DQG�����¶�HYHQWV�VLQFH�-DQ���������UHFRUGHG����Both parishes have been designated as a HUD MID 
parish and St. Martin parish has been designated as a LA MID parish.  All the parishes are in LWI Region 5 and are located 
in the Teche-Vermilion Watershed.
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The objective of the project is to reduce the Bayou Vermilion’s crest that causes flooding on the bayou and backwater 
flooding on it’s associated coulees by allowing dispersion of the bayou's flood waters into the 28,000 acre Cypress Island 
swamp. 
Additionally,  as the duration of the crest is typically measured in only hours as the flood waters seek entry to the low 
areas of the swamp this project enhances the hydrologic exchange between the river and the natural flood plain in 
Cypress Island. We note before the original dredging of the bayou that resulted in these spoil banks this natural hydraulic 
exchange existed, and all this project does is restore that natural process.  

7KH�SURMHFW�FRQVLVW�RI��UHPRYDO�RI�VSRLO�EDQN�REVWUXFWLRQV�along a 1 mile corridor along the Bayou Vermilion  LQ�WKH�
&\SUHVV�,VODQG�IORRGSODLQ�VZDPS WKDW�DUH�DFWLQJ�OLNH�OHYHHV�LQKLELWLQJ�IORRG�IORZ�GLVSHUVLRQ�LQWR�WKH�&\SUHVV�,VODQG�VZDPS�
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�Bayou¶V�QDWXUDO�IORRGSODLQ��The swamp is an area approximately 28,000 acres. ,Q�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG�ZHWODQG�
PLWLJDWLRQ�LVVXHV�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�GHVLJQDWHG�DUHDV�VSRLO�EDQNV�ZLOO�EH�OHYHOHG�WR�QDWXUDO�JURXQG�OHYHO��([FHVV�VSRLO�
ZLOO�EH�PRYHG�WR�FDS�FHUWDLQ�VSRLO�DUHDV�WKDW�ZLOO�QRW�KLQGHU�GLVSHUVLRQ�RI�IORRG�IORZV��7KHVH�UDLVHG�DUHDV�ZLOO�SURYLGH�KLJK�
ODQG�IRU�ZLOGOLIH�GXULQJ�IORRG�HYHQWV��
1R�PDLQWHQDQFH�RU�RSHUDWLRQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�DIWHU�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW�  This project is low risk, high 
impact, and low cost.
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'XULQJ�IORRG�HYHQWV�WKH�SHDN�IORZV�IRU�WKH�bayou�QRUWK�DUH�LQ�SKDVH�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�FUHVWV�PHDVXUHG���7KH�REMHFWLYH�RI�
the�SURMHFW�LV�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�FUHVW�E\�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�GLVSHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�QRUWK��DQG�VRXWK��IORRG�IORZV�LQWR�WKH�VZDPS�E\�
UHPRYLQJ�VSRLO�EDQNV�WKDW�DUH�DFWLQJ�OLNH�OHYHHV��$OVR�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�W\SLFDO�GXUDWLRQ�RI�D�!��¶�IORRG�FUHVW�LV�YHU\�VKRUW��LQ�
WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�-XQH��WK����������
�HYHQW�WKH�FUHVW�DERYH���
�ODVWHG��DSSUR[LPDWHO\���KRXUV��IRU�H[DPSOH�

�

Currently the University of Louisiana at Lafayette is completing modeling of the Bayou  River for the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE).  The model extents include the Cypress Island area as well as the spoil banks.  Once the 
modeling is complete in January for the USAE, the additional modeling to support this project will be performed before the 
full application deadline in April.  The plans development and modeling is for the project is included in the cost and the work 
to be ready for permitting and construction can be completed within 180 days from Notice to Proceed. 
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