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Recap of the
Flood of
August 2016

Acadiana + Regional Impacts

Watershed had approximately
10,375+ Homes Flooded
Louisiana had 84,900+ Homes
Flooded

Numerous Businesses either
Flooded or Adversely Impacted
Louisiana FEMA Flood Insurance,
Grants, and Loans Payouts =
S4.259 Billion

Has lead to revised Flood Maps
that will increase Flood Insurance
Rates
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. This is the River at
. Milton. You can see the /

authorized channel

' colored in white is
much narrower and
1 the shoals in pink are

much more extensive.

If the river was a heart
patient and the
channel was his
arteries the doctor

would be concerned
// with the blockage
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This is the River at Lafayette. You can see
the authorized channel colored in white
is non-existent. The shoals in pink are
completely blocking the river acting like
a dam.

Again, if the river was a heart patient
and the channel was his arteries the
doctor would be surprised the patient
was still alive with 100% blockage in his
widow maker!
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The Vermilion River is one of the main
drains for the Teche-Vermilion
Watershed

: Historical Flood Events
The Risk
11-12’ Flood Events from 1940-1980
7-12’ Flood Events in the last 24 Months
5-12’ Flood Events since Jan 1 2019!!




Vermilion River Flooding Frequency Data

Vermilion Flood Data Based
on Surrey Street Bridge Data

1940 - Jul 2019 Red River Locks
Lock #1

commissioned

Nov 84

#2
commissioned
Nov 87

.. . ) Bayou Des Glaises
This is the River’s long Drainage Structure

term frequency of 12’ De-Commissioned
or greater floods
events by decade. You
can see inflection
points on the graph
which illustrates the
number of these flood
events per year

0.3

after Missippi
River Flood of 1973

0.4

Total >12ft Flood
Events per Year.
Note: Most
Recent Decade
only has data for
< 9years

1.88

1940-1949 1950-1959 1960-1969 1970-1979 1980-1989

e Total Flood Events per Year
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2010-2019

Vermilion 12' Flood Events Per Year




Vermilion River 12’ Floods YTD 2019

Gage height, feet

Most recent instantaneous value: 8.65 07-26-2019

Gage height, feet

12:15 CDT

USGS 873868808 Vernilion River at Surrey St, at Lafayette, LA

This is the River’s
frequency of 12’ or
greater floods events
since Jan 1 2019.

Note we only had 11 of
these floods between
1940 and 1980

This is equivalent to
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In Closing

We must have Sense of Urgency to
Resolve these Problems

Questions ? and Answers ?
Comments and Suggestions
Thank You for Your Time and

Consideration. We urgently need your
help and guidance



So is it Raining more now??

inches Annual Rainfall
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This is Lafayette’s
long term rain
data recorded at
the airport . The
blue is annual
total and the red
is the max rain
during any 24 hr
period during that
year. The dotted
lines are the
trend.

The answer is yes
—but not an
extreme amount
more.




Vermilion River Hurricane Barry

Gage height, feet

People ask what
happened during
Barry. A combination
of the pre-emptive
action of stopping the
pumping , a strong
north wind and the
timing of the rain event
and storm surge
helped.

Barry proved that pre-
emptive draining of
our natural retention
(Cypress Island and
Courtableau area
swamps) worked

Most recent instantaneous( NOAA 7-28-2019 15:15 CDT
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